Incubation substrate (fine play sand or medium grade vermiculite) RNAlater (Applied Biosystems) RNAse-away (Sigma-Aldrich) or equivalent surface decontaminant
Equipment
Balance (≥3000g capacity and 1 g readability or better) Dissecting tools (fine scissors and fine forceps; spatula for smaller embryos as described in Step 18) Incubation boxes (plastic boxes with lids) Incubators (set to desired temperatures, see Step 7; ±0.5°C accuracy or better) <!>Liquid nitrogen (optional; see Step 23) Pencil (No. 2) or indelible ink pen (e.g., Sharpie) Petri dishes Squirt bottle Vials for embryo collection (2-, 10-, 15-, and 50-mL, depending on size of embryos and dissected tissues)
